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MARK ELLIS continued from page 88 

pleased with is a steel boat, a 40-footer, 
being built for Bob Heard who owns a 
Niagara 35 currently. It's being built in 
Markham by Aragosa Yachts and they're 
doing a really nice job. It's a radius­
chined boat-that is, it's curved like a 
glass boat rather than angled like steel 
hulls you may have seen. I think we'll see 

Ellis clearly enjoys boats, sail and power. 

more of those if we can show steel boats 
built here that aren't chunky and have a 
nice form. I'm excited about that. 

Other than that I have some ideas for 
bigger powerboats, but we'll probably 
have to start them off as preliminaries­
we'll design them, then see if we can find 
some interest. 

Let's go for some opinions, Mark. Do 
you think Canada should be in the 
America's Cup? 
Yes, given that you can put together 
financing_ from a syndicate rather than 
"people"-financing. If it comes down to 
having to finance through the populace, 
then no. In order to be competitive, you 
just have to be financed by rich people 
who are interested. I think people-fi­
nancing should be for the Olympics. But 
I think we have people who can design a 
competitive boat-Bruce (Kirby) and 
Steve Killing have shown that. We cer­
tainly have people to staff it. I think Can­
ada made a very creditable showing in 
Perth, considering how late it was 
brought together. If they'd had enough 
interest from corporations or from indi­
viduals who had those funds from the 
start, I still don't think we would have 
come out on top, but we could have 
come out closing on it. 

I must admit that the whole thing 
doesn't have my total interest in that it 
has become professional sport. It's very 
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good for my business because it gets 
more and more people interested in 
boats, but I just don't care for profes­
sional sport whether it's football, basket­
ball or sailing. 

Even with all the interest in America's 
Cup sailing, there seems to be a marked 
preference for powerboating recently. 
Any ideas why? 
I don't think that very many people have 
turned away from sailing for powerboats. 
I think the market is increasing alto­
gether and that the powerboat side is 
increasing more. Right now, with energy 
prices lower and the economy good, 
you're seeing new boaters. If the econ­
omy went bad or energy prices rose, 
you'd see the sailing market remain sta­
ble and the powerboat market would 
drop. That's the way I see it. 

Any more thoughts on the world of 
boats? 
When you talk America's Cup, it makes 
me think of ocean racing, which I used 
to be really involved in. It has gone pro­
fessional too, which is a shame because it 
produced some wonderful boats. But it 
has become so professional that you 
don't see the average crew off the lake 
doing SORC anymore. It's such an ex­
pensive sport now-you used to see two 
or three owners here getting together to 
take a boat offshore. It used to be a lot of 
fun. Now the whole exercise is paid for 
by one sugar daddy. 

Mark, as a designer who works on both 
power and sail projects, how do you feel 
about mixing the two? 
The designers I think most of have been 
active in both fields. Phil Rhodes was, 
S&S is, Hunt is. I think it's a good thing 
to have the broadest base. It's just more 
interesting. As much as I like sailing, I 
really like powerboats too. Some people 
think sailing is "the only way." I don't 
divide it that way. I see it as being in boats. 
I'd be happy splitting my work. 

Last question, what kind of boat do you 
own? 
I have a Nonsuch 30 and I have a great 
deal of fun with it. I've had it since 1980. 
And I drive the Limestone a lot. One of 
the things that's pleasant about doing the 
kinds of boats I've done is that even 
though I spend all my professional time 
with boats, it hasn't ruined my own en­
joyment of boating. � 

John Morris is editor of Canadian 
Yachting. 
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the engineered gear 
is available at . . . 

NEWFOUNDLAND 
St.John's 
Campbell's Ship Chandlery 
(709) 726-6932 

NOVA SCOTIA 
Chester 
South Shore Marine 
(902) 275-3711 

Halifax 
The Binnacle 
(902) 423-6464 

Lunenberg 
The Yacht Shop 
(902) 634-4331 

ONTARIO 
Bayfield 
A Sailing Experience 
(519) 595-2195 

Bronte 
Dock 16 
( 416) 827-4496 

Kingston 
Bosun's Locker 
(613) 542-0632 

Oakville 
Dock 16 
( 416) 844-0116 

Ottawa 
The Chandlery 
( 613) 820-7642 

Port Credit 
C&C Yacht Sales 
( 416) 274-9600 

Sarnia 
Abbott Boats 
(519) 542-3011 

Sudbury 
Little Current (summer only) 
(705) 368-2323 

Northwind Nautical Inc. 
( 705) 522-0333 

Toronto 
Old Firehall Sports 
( 416) 364-2331 

Waters ports 
( 416) 488-1105 

Unionville 
Old Firehall Sports 
( 416) 475-8568

Windsor 
Sea & Ski 
(519) 735-4622

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Granville Island 
Quarterdeck-Bovey Marine 
(604) 683-8232

Vancouver 
Boat House Marine Supply 
(604) 685-4341 

Kitsilano Marine 
( 604) 7 36-889 1 

Quarterdeck-Bovey Marine 
(604) 683-7475 

Victoria 
Sailtrend 
(604) 592-2711 


